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have felt obliged to comply with his injunction as soon as possible, and so missed securing specimens of considerable scientific value.
Practically all the alien population now is centred in Hodeida, where even missionaries are allowed, though covert difficulties are put in their way at every turn.
While the population of Sanaa has decreased remarkably in the last twenty years, that of Hodeida shows a slight upward tendency.
In the absence of any official figures, I estimate its present population at 42,000. There are about one hundred Europeans, of whom most are Greeks, who have shops in the town.
There were no residential British-born subjects at the commencement of 1914, but there is a community of British Indians of nearly a thousand souls.
The few Europeans belonging to the greater Powers are merchants engaged in the shipping trade or consular representatives, or both. They are most hospitable, and well it is for the traveller that they are so, for the only semblance of an hotel in the place is a sort of casino on the seafront, overlooking the garbage-strewn water of the stagnant harbour.
In spite of the climate and their half-civilized environment they maintain the amenities of social life gallantly. Every married household has its c At Home,' and guests brave the wind-swept alleys after dark in the wake of an Arab kavass, who carries a lantern exactly like a suburban street-lamp.
Hodeida is not badly policed. Watchmen are scattered throughout the town within shouting (Distance of each other. They patrol a short beat, and pass a long-drawn howl along at intervals to show that they ar%